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SUBJ: ASSESSMENT OP ATTEMPT TO REMOVE PRIME MINISTER 

REF: A. LISBON 4080; B. PRESIDENT'S JULY 19 COMMUNIQUE, PBIS 
LONDON 2002151 

1. AT THE JULY 19 MEETING OP THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC) 

EITHER NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO REMOVE THE PRIME MINISTER OR THE 
ATTEMPT PAILED. THE RC COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENT 
POLLOWING THE MEETING IS SUBJECT TO VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS, 

BUT MAKES NO MENTION OF THE PRIME MINISTER. WHAT HAPPENED DURING 
THE MEETING IS BEING CLOSELY HELD AND IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO 
GATHER INFORMATION ON A SUNDAY WITHOUT SEEMING TO BE 
INVOLVED. IT MAY TAKE A DAY OR TWO BEPORE WE CAN PIECE 
TOGETHER AN ACCURATE PICTURE. 
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2. IN REP A, EMBASSY REPORTED SEVERAL POSSIBLE SCENARIOS 
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BEING CONSIDERED BY ANTI-GONCALVES RC MEMBERS TO ENGINEER 
THE OUSTER OE THE PM. SCENARIO (A), A DIRECT VOTE IN 
THE JULY 19 MEETING, IS NOW SCRUBBED. SCENARIO (B), TO FORCE 
THE PM OUT AFTER HE EAILS TO EORM A NEW GOVERNMENT, MAY BE 
UNDERWAY IN THE VIEW OE SOME OBSERVERS AFTER READING THE 
PRESIDENT'S CAREEULLY WORDED COMMUNIQUE (REE B). THEY NOTE 
THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL BE 
IN "KEEPING WITH THE POPULAR WILL ALREADY EXPRESSED BY VARIOUS 
MEANS" AND "IT IS NECESSARY THAT SOCIALIST CURRENTS OF POLITICAL 
THOUGHT BE REPRESENTED IN IT." THESE OBSERVERS RELIEVE THAT 
THE PRESIDENT IS SAYING THAT THE SOCIALIST PARTY MUSTLHAVE 
ROLE IN THE GOVERNMENT. AT THE SAME TIME, EVERYBODY KNOWS 
THAT THE PS WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN A GOVERNMENT LED BY 
GONCALVES. LESS OPTIMISTIC READING OE STATEMENT COULD BE 
THAT HE IS SUPPORTING GONCALVES AND ISSUING ULTIMATUM TO 
PARTIES TO JOIN IN. 

3. WE NOTE ALSO THAT COPCON HEAD OTELO SARAIVA DE CARVALHO 
DEPARTED EOR CUBA TODAY. THIS EITS INTO SCENARIO WHERE OTELO, 
ANXIOUS TO GET RID OE PM BUT WISHING TO AVOID PARTICIPATION 

IN THE PROCESS, ABSENTS HIMSELE EROM SCENE ALTER ENSURING 
THAT COPCON WILL SUPPORT OUSTER. ONE VERSION HAS IT THAT 
OTELO IS TO BE REWARDED WITH POST OF ARMED EORCES CHILE OE 
STALE, A POSITION NOW HELD CONCURRENTLY WITH THE PRESIDENCY 
BY COSTA GOMES. 

4. COMMENT: STRATEGY OE THE ANTI-GONCALVES GROUP, WHILE 
CREDIBLE, IS LIKELY TO MEET WITH THE DETERMINED OPPOSITION 
OP THE COMMUNIST PARTY, THE PIPTH DIVISION, AND THE MEDIA. 

ALSO STILL A QUESTION MARK, IN MY PERSONAL JUDGEMENT, IS 
THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT, WHO SAYS HE KNOWS THE TIME TO 

ACT IS NOW, BUT COULD STILL SHY AWAY PROM ANY CONPRONTATION. 
IN SUM, WE LACK HARD INFORMATION, BUT VISIBLE SIGNS INDICATE 
CAMPAIGN STILL UNDERWAY ALTHOUGH IT PROBABLY DID NOT REACH 
CRISIS ON SATURDAY. WHILE THIS IS MOST LIKELY A SETBACK 
EOR ANTI-GONCALVES EORCES, THEY STILL HAVE OTHER CARDS 
TO PLAY. 
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